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precluded by the spring rains, and four precious months were
thereby gained by the defence. In July, new hostile forces
were landed at Buna and Gona, and advanced in three columns
into the central range of the Owen Stanley mountains, their objec-
tive being Port Moresby, the main Australian base on the south
coast. The Australian forward troops, heavily outnumbered, fought
a series of delaying actions to delay the Japanese offensive which
after the fall of Kokoda on August i, continued unchecked towards
the crest of the mountains, defended only by a weak division under
General Rowell. A new Japanese landing in Milne Bay at the
eastern point of New Guinea was beaten off before it could establish
itself; but the hostile advance of the Owen Stanley range could
not be halted until it had passed the crest and reached the loribaiwa
ridge within thirty miles of Port Moresby, which General Vasey
with the leading troops of the 6th Australian Division from the
Middle East arrived in the nick of time to hold. This was to be the
high water mark of Japan's progress in the Far East; a foreshadow-
ing of the turn of the tide had already been seen in the American
naval victories of the Coral Sea in May and Midway Island in
June, presaging the recovery of American supremacy at sea, the
lass of which at Pearl Harbour had been the prime cause of our
Far Eastern disasters.
IX.   THE ARMY IN BRITAIN
During the period from the return of the B.E.F. after Dunkirk
in June, 1940 to the autumn of 1942, the greater part of the formid-
able army standing guard in Britain had no active role to fulfil.
By the end of 1942 however, with the entry of Russia and the
United States into the war, its future role had changed and its main
concern was thenceforward to train, equip, and prepare an eventual
offensive in Europe. Important changes in the higher commands
took place at the end of 1941, Field Marshal Sir John Dill, on
going to Washington as chief British Military Representative,
being replaced as Chief of the Imperial General Staff by General
Sir Alan Brooke, and General Sir Bernard Paget succeeding the
latter as Commander-in-Chief Home Forces. At about the same
time compulsory service was instituted for the Home Guard, which
also took over in part the duty of manning the new rocket
batteries being raised as part of General Pile's Anti-Aircraft
Command.
This command was kept busy throughout the period in dealing
with the various forms of hostile air activity over Britain. By the
autumn of 1942, 74,000 A.T.S. women were enrolled in its mixed
batteries, and its 180,000 personnel were serving some 2,000 heavy
and i,800 light guns, and some 4,500 rocket projectors. Heavy